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Independent Advisory Group: Agenda for 8 December 2014 (10:30 to 13:30)

Attendance: 

John Beddington 

Campbell McCafferty 

Raquel Duarte-Davidson 

Ed Galea 
Fiona Fox 

Simon Wessely 
John Simpson 

James Rubin
Apologies: 

Hilary Walker



Stephen Groves
Paul Elliot

Current work

James presented an overview of the Unit’s projects for the first two years. Several suggestions were made regarding overlap with other areas of work that the Unit should be aware of and also regarding possible avenues for dissemination.
a. The Civil Contingencies Secretariat is currently compiling examples of community resilience. This may be a useful resource for the PhD student in Theme 1 who is attempting a definition of community resilience. Campbell to provide a link to this work.  

b. The TOXBASE resource may be a useful avenue to disseminate the results from Theme 1 (e.g. the nocebo project). Raquel is a link for this in due course. 
c. A Blackett review may be of relevance to the syndromic surveillance work in Theme 3
. James to circulate to the Theme 3 team. 
d. In terms of prioritising scenarios, it is important to ensure that our selection of scenarios complements the CCS priorities. 

e. There were questions about the added value of the aerosol dispersal model being tested and developed in Theme 4, in relation to existing work at DSTL and elsewhere (e.g. Urban Canyon work, RIMNET). 
f. The decontamination work in Theme 5 has similarities with work underway in other programmes (Home Office funded, MADDOG, Rob Chilcot’s work). It is important that the team are aware of the work to manage overlap. Raquel can make introductions if required. 

g. Work is underway elsewhere on improving organisational learning from exercises. It would be useful for our Theme 7 team to meet with this team to discuss synergies. Campbell is able to make an introduction. 

h. Ed is also involved in use of simulation to improve learning for emergencies and can provide details on this. 

Additional work to consider

We discussed possible additional areas that might be useful to study under the remit of the Unit (either by reprioritising funds or applying for additional funding elsewhere). Suggestions included: 

a. The issue of a possibly overly precautionary stance re radiation. An Oxford group will be producing a review on the adverse effects of radiation soon. It may be useful to invite them to give a presentation on this as a stimulus for further work. John B to give contact details to James. James to get in touch with them.
b. The influence of the media on public responses. There was a firm recommendation from the Group that this should be prioritised. One potential question is whether media engagement by scientists affects the tone or the effects of media reports. A second issue is how different audiences (e.g. older adults, adolescents) respond to different forms of media (e.g. radio vs twitter). The Swansea MMR issue was raised as an example. A caveat was raised that the impact of any research on this should be considered – what is the practical change we hope to achieve through the research? James and Fiona to think of possible projects. 
c. Public understanding of or likely responses to wildfires. Wildfires are likely to be a growing issue in the coming years. There have been several major incidents in the UK recently. Ed Galea is involved in an EC-funded study exploring this issue across several EU states and Australia. Ed to send James contact details.
d. The Theme 6 work might be improved by considering exposures other than nerve agents. John Simpson to consider with Theme 6 colleagues. 
Deliverables

There have been no major deliverables in the first few months of the Unit’s work. James to send round list of milestones and deliverables prior to next meeting. 

Future meetings

We agreed to meet six-monthly. James to send round a doodle poll to get availability.
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� � HYPERLINK "https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/279345/14-590-blackett-review-biological-detection.pdf" �https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/279345/14-590-blackett-review-biological-detection.pdf�
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