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Independent Advisory Group: Biographies
Sir John Beddington (Chair)
Between January 2008 and the end of March 2013, Sir John was the Government Chief Scientific Adviser and Head of the Government Office for Science. Among other responsibilities, he chaired the National Security Council Science Advisory Group and the Science Advisory Group in Emergencies reporting into the COBR Committee. His experience was in three rather different emergencies: the pandemic influenza outbreak in 2009, the volcanic ash closure of UK air space in 2010 and problems linked to the earthquake and tsunami affecting the nuclear plants in Fukushima in Japan in 2011. Sir John is currently Professor of Natural Resources Management at Oxford Martin School, University of Oxford.
Raquel Duarte-Davidson

Raquel is Head of the Chemicals and Poisons Department at Public Health England, where she provides policy and scientific advice on environment and health issues and on risk assessment, manages an international programme of research and leads on the contribution to the development and commissions the UK poisons information advice service. Projects relate to risk assessment, exposure assessment, developing alerting systems using poisons centres across Europe and developing guidance, protocols and training material on the management of chemical incidents. Raquel holds a Visiting Professorship on Risk Assessment and Public health at Cranfield University. 
Paul Elliot 

Paul Elliott is Head of the Department of Epidemiology and Biostatistics in the School of Public Health at Imperial College London. He is Director of the MRC-PHE Centre for Environment and Health, which has established a diverse international research programme investigating the role of environmental, genetic and lifestyle risk factors in human health. He has considerable experience in the design and management of large-scale epidemiological studies and is a member of scientific steering committees including for UK Biobank and the LIFE Birth Cohort Study. He has been an NIHR Senior Investigator since 2012 and leads the Biobanking research theme of the Imperial College NIHR Biomedical Research Centre. He is also collaborating with Frank Kelly (King’s College London) on the development of the new NIHR HPRU on the Health Impact of Environmental Hazards
Fiona Fox 

Fiona has a degree in journalism and 25 years of experience in working in media relations for high profile national organisations. Her career includes stints working for the Equal Opportunities Committee, National Council for One Parent Families, and CAFOD (a leading aid agency), before her current role as Chief Executive of the Science Media Centre. The main remit of the Centre is to help restore public trust in science by persuading more scientists to engage more effectively with the big controversial science stories that hit the headlines. Fiona was chair of the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills Working Group that published a report on the future of science in the media in January 2010. In 2013 Fiona was awarded an OBE for services to science.
Ed Galea 

Ed is the founding director of the Fire Safety Engineering Group of the University of Greenwich where he has worked in the area of Computational Fire Engineering research since 1986. His research interests include human behaviour in emergency evacuation situations, crowd dynamics, evacuation and crowd dynamics simulation, fire dynamics and fire simulation. He is the author of over 300 academic and professional publications and serves on a number of committees concerned with fire and evacuation. He has served on several major Inquires and legal cases as an expert in fire and evacuation including the Paddington Rail Crash, the Swiss Air MD11 crash, and the Admiral Duncan Pub bombing.

Stephen Groves 

Stephen Groves became the National Lead for Emergency Preparedness, Response and Resilience at NHS England in March 2013. Previous to this he was Deputy Head of NHS Preparedness at the Department of Health and before that, the Strategic Head of Emergency Preparedness & Resilience at North East Strategic Health Authority.
Campbell McCafferty 

After an early post-doctoral career in vaccine research at the University of Edinburgh, Campbell joined the MOD in 1995 as part of the Science and Engineering Fast Stream. He performed a number of scientific and programme roles, before moving to the Directorate of Policy Planning with responsibility for Defence Diplomacy and Conflict Prevention in 2001. In 2003 Campbell was deployed to Iraq as Senior Policy Advisor in Basra. He was awarded an OBE for this role. On return he led the MOD Fast Stream Team before his promotion to the SCS in 2006. Within the SCS Campbell has performed a number of roles: as Director Resources; Head Counter Terrorism and UK Operational Policy; Policy lead for operations in Libya, for which he was awarded a CBE; and finally Campbell led the Defence contribution to Security for London 2012. In April 2013 Campbell moved to the Cabinet Office as Director of the Civil Contingencies Secretariat where he is responsible for the national preparedness for all disruptive challenges.

James Rubin (Unit assistant director)

James is Senior Lecturer in the Psychology of Emerging Health Risks at King’s. His research interests focus on how people perceive, and react to, novel health risks. James led the joint King’s / HPA rapid research efforts to identify factors protecting against the psychological impact of the 7 July London bombings, the Litvinenko affair, the North of England flooding, the swine flu outbreak and the Fukushima nuclear meltdown. He has also published extensively on symptoms attributed to environmental causes (e.g. non-ionising radiation, chemical exposure, wind turbines). James leads Theme 1 for the HPRU (‘protecting wellbeing following a disaster’) and co-ordinates the day-to-day running of the Unit. 
John Simpson (Unit PHE lead)

John is Head of the Emergency Response Department and a Deputy Director of the Health Protection Directorate at Public Health England (PHE). Formerly a Consultant Regional Epidemiologist with the Communicable Disease Surveillance Centre, he has wide interest and expertise in chemical / biological deliberate release. John is a WHO advisor on emergency planning and bio-terrorism preparedness and is part of WHO Collaborating Centres on mass gatherings, extreme events and chemical incidents. In his present post he co-ordinates the strategic emergency response of PHE and leads on the provision of specialist advice on Emergency Planning, Resilience and Response and CBRN. John co-leads Theme 6 for the HPRU (‘biomarkers in detection and triage’). 
Hilary Walker 
Hilary Walker is responsible for managing policies regarding health impacts from Chemical, Biological, Radiological and Nuclear threats either intentional or accidental and for environmental hazards such as climate change adaptation, heat waves, and cold weather.  This is in addition to medical radiation protection policies and health effects from air pollution and chemicals in the environment. Previously she was Deputy Director for Emergency Planning, having earlier gained experience as Head and Deputy Director for Environmental Hazards and Radiation Policy in particular. She has contributed to the scientific aspects of planning and dealing with emergencies from e.g. pandemic flu, volcanic ash, the Litvinenko case and more recently the Fukushima accident.

Sir Simon Wessely (Unit director)
Sir Simon is Professor of Psychological Medicine at King’s College London, Director of the King’s Centre for Military Health Research and President of Royal College of Psychiatrists. His background is in psychiatry, with a particular expertise in epidemiology, clinical trials, risk management, military health, unexplained symptoms/syndromes and stress/adversity. A substantial proportion of his work has focussed on the effects of traumatic events on mental and physical health. He has served on numerous governmental committees in these areas and continues to serve on the Defence Scientific Advisory Council (MOD), SAGE and the Behavioural Science Advisory Group for the Cabinet Office. 
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